In the title compound, {[Ni 2 (C 7 H 3 NO 5 ) 2 (C 12 H 12 N 2 )(H 2 O) 2 ]Á-4H 2 O} n , two Ni II ions, two tridentate pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylate N-oxide ligands and two coordinated water molecules form centrosymmetric dinuclear units, which are further bridged by centrosymmetric 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane ligands into polymeric chains along [210] . Each Ni 
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The complexation of metal ions by dicarboxylate acid (pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic acid) has been extensively studied (Laine et al., 1995a,b) . Owing to the unique ability of the ligand to form stable chelates with various coordination modes and its biological activity, many crystal structures have been determined. Pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic acid N-oxide (pydco), has limited steric hindrance and weak stacking interactions and can offer possibilities to form complicated coordination polymers through polycarboxylate ligands. However, the coordination chemistry and structural properties of metal polymers containing pydco ligands have seldom been documented to date (Nathan et al., 1985; Lin et al., 2006; Wen et al., 2005) . In this paper, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
In (I) (Fig. 1) , each Ni II atom is coordinated by three oxygen atoms from the carboxylato groups and one N-oxide entity from two pydco anions and one N atom from bridging 1,2-di-4-pyridylethane (bpa) ligand to form the basal plane, and further it coordinated by one apical oxygen atom from one water molecule to form a quasi-square pyramidal environment. Each carboxylato group is coordinated to the Ni atom in a monodentate fashion and the two carboxyl groups are out of coplanarity with the correspondingly linking pyridine rings, with the dihedral angles between them being ca 46° and 39°, respectively.
They are very different from those in the free H 2 pydco, in which the carboxyl groups are found to be essentially coplanar with the pyridine rings. Owing to the monodentate coordination modes of carboxylate groups, a binuclear [Ni 2 (pydco) 2 ] unit was formed. Finally, bpa ligands connect the dimeric units into polymeric zigzag chain.
The crystalline water molecules contribute to intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , which stabilize the crystal packing.
Ni(AC) 2 (25 mg, 0.07 mmol), H 2 pydco (31 mg, 0.15 mmol), bpa (19 mg, 0.09 mmol) were added in a solvent of acetonitrile, the mixture was heated for two hours under reflux. during the process stirring and influx were required. The resultant was kept at room temperature for six weeks, when single crystals were obtained. sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . A portion of the crystal structure of (I) showing the atomic numbering scheme and 40% probability displacement ellipsoids [symmetry codes: Symmetry codes: (iii) −x, −y, −z+1; (iv) −x, −y+1, −z+1.
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